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MISSION 

The Junior League of Lancaster is an 
organization of women committed to 
promoting voluntarism, developing the 

potential of women, and improving the 
community through the effective action 
and leadership of trained volunteers. 

Its purpose is exclusively educational 

and charitable. 

Junior League of  

Lancaster, PA Inc.  

1130 Marietta Avenue  

Lancaster, PA 17603  

Volume 87 Quarterly Issue 2                       December 2010 

"Be the change you want to see in the world."  

--Mahatma Gandhi   Itôs the time many of us 

think about what we want to accomplish in the 

New Year.  Some will set personal wellness 

goals,  others may focus on work achievements 

and   others may plan to check items off their 

ñbucket listsò.  Most of the time, these resolutions 

or goals involve making some sort of change.  

Recently the AJLI adopted a new vision state-

ment - The Junior League:  Women around the 

world as catalysts for lasting community 

change.  Change is a two-way street; changing individuals can impact the com-

munity while a changing community may require individuals to evolve to meet its 

needs.  This is what makes the training offered by our organization so important.  

It is what empowers us to actively participate in community improvement. What I 

know for sure is that the Junior League of Lancaster creates change in the     

Lancaster community.  Both our Active and Sustaining members are working in 

the community as catalysts on non-profit boards, childrenôs schools, as business 

leaders and within Lancaster families.  Internally, the Junior League of Lancaster 

is making structural changes to maximize our efficiency and woman-power.     

Externally, our organization has been establishing partnerships with other         

organizations for both fundraisers and projects.  I am seeing these relationships 

excite membership and rejuvenate our efforts.  What a fantastic time to be a 

member of the Junior League! My hope for our members in 2011 is to recommit 

to our     mission ï developing the potential of women, improving the Lancaster 

community through the effective leadership of trained volunteers and promoting 

voluntarism.  I believe that by fulfilling this mission statement, we can truly impact 

those around us in every facet of our lives. Happy New Year!    Best ~ Kristin 

ƍ PRESIDENTôS PERSPECTIVE ƍ   
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November 12, 2010, the Junior League of Lancaster hosted Jeanette 
Walls at the 8th Annual Author's Luncheon.  The event had record  
attendance, filling the room at the Lancaster Marriott with almost 600 
guests.      

Raffle and ticket sales benefited programs of the Junior League of 
Lancaster such as Hands are Not for Hitting and Kids in the  Kitchen.  

Guests were invited to arrive at 11am to purchase books, raffle tickets 
or have their books signed by Walls.   

Baskets that were raffled off included donations such as a diamond 
ring from Finch Jewelers, an overnight stay at the Lancaster Marriott, 
and a gift certificate to Lulubelle Photography. Guests could also   
enter to win two seats at Jeannette's table for the luncheon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeannette Walls took the stage after lunch and spoke for 
an hour about her life since writing The Glass Castle.  
The book, a revealing memoir, has been met with praise.   

Jeannette encouraged the audience to tell their story and 
learn from the past.  "Everything can be seen as both 
a curse and a blessing, its your choice", Walls said.  
Her inspirational message was met with a standing     
ovation. 

2010 Author s Luncheon  Update 

Melissa Marschka  

Chair  

Katie Keister  

Co-Chair  

There are 4 autographed copies left  of the hard bound edition of 

Half Broke Horses for sale - $26. There are also 5 copies ( soft 

cover, no autograph )  of The Hour I First Believed that  are for sell 

from last year: $16. Proceeds go to JLL! Contact  Melissa at: 

melmars1@verizon.net  
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5 
Number of generous Sustainers 
who hosted the December Get-

Togethers.  Thank you ï Lois 
Jordan, Anne Louise DeBord, 

Heather Spire, Barbara Gillis and Pam 

Hoffmaster                        

Junior League of Lancaster  

ñNoteworthy Numbersò 4 
Miles in the Run4Luck course which 

takes you through the lovely School 

Lane Hills neighborhood.  

1985 

The year that the 
JLL collaborated 

with LCCTC and 
the YWCA to 

create the New 
Choices pro-

gram.  Join us on 
March 25th for 

the Taste of Success event.  

4,700 
M iles that PE 

Stacey Wilson 
traveled to attend 

the Fall Leader-
ship Conference 

in Portland,   

Oregon. 

156 
ROAR books gathered by the fall New 

Member class for their project.                        
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Karen Mitchell, Chair  

The High School 

Girls Business 

Plan Committee 

is excited to an-

nounce that the 

competition event will be held on Saturday, April 16.  The event will be held in the 

morning and will include oral presentations by the finalists as well as a keynote 

speaker.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for the high school girls to showcase 

their work and it also gives the community an opportunity to learn more about the 

program.  The committee will be providing future updates as to how both Active and 

Sustainer members can help support this important initiative.   

New JLL Project  

High School Girls Business Plan  

SAVE THE DATE  

Jen Finkelstein,  

Co-Chair  

Mary Papadimitriou,  

Marketing Coordinator  

Alison McIndoe,  

Event Coordinator  

If you have an address, e-mail, phone 

or name change,  

please contact: 

Corresponding Secretary, Andrea Owens 

aowens95@aol.com 

*************************************************************  

ATTENTION  

ACTIVES & SUSTAINERS: 
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Ann Carter  

Communications  

Co-Chair  

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

Check out the JLL website and members-
only section, Google Docs, FaceBook, Pho-
toWorks, Evite, AJLI resources, AJLI and 

more.   

Online Communication Tools - 

Share committee documents online @ 

www.docs.google.com 

 

Join the JLL Group @ www.facebook.com 

 

Upload your JLL photos @ 

www.photoworks.com 

 

Email custom invitations for your committee 

meetings and events @ www.evite.com 

 

Visit the JLL blog@ 

www.jllancaster.blogspot.com 

 

Log in to the AJLI memberôs section to 
download templates, training guides, etc. @ 

www.ajli.com 

 

Do your Shopping at AJLIôs Shopping Mall 

@ http://ajli.fundlinkllc.com/ 

 

Lastly, be sure to check out the JLL  

website and memberôs only section at 

www.jllancaster.org  Login: junior07  

JLL Communications Update  

Eblast Contact  

Please remember to send ALL E-BLASTS REQUESTS  
to jlleblasts@gmail.com. Submissions are due each 

Wednesday.  

 

 

JLL Facebook PAGE  

Facebook Page: 

http://www.facebook.com/JuniorLeagueofLancasterPA 

 

 

 

 

 

    JLL Blog  

JLL blog continues to be a success! Remember that you 
can link to the blog from our JLL website and you can 
view the blog by logging on to 
www.jllancaster.blogspot.com. The blog contains photo-
graphs, announcements, inspirations, messages from our       

President and more.  

 

Twitter  

Have you been wondering about Twitter? Join and start 

following the JLL. It is easy and fun!  

 

Volunteer Voice Submission Guidelines 

All articles must be submitted in MS Word format by e-mail to  jlleblasts@gmail.com before 5 pm on the deadline day. The 

deadline is the 1st of the month that the VV is to be published. Our Volunteer Voice will be published QUARTERLY:            

October, December,  May, and July . 

http://www.docs.google.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.photoworks.com/
http://www.evite.com/
http://www.jllancaster.blogspot.com/
http://www.ajli.com/
http://ajli.fundlinkllc.com/
http://www.jllancaster.org/
http://www.facebook.com/JuniorLeagueofLancasterPA
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=15055584450
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Membership Development Update  

Victoria Abadir 

Membership Development Chair 

Dear League Members, 

As 2010 comes to a close, the Fall 2010 New Member Class is hard at 

work completing its project, which benefits Reach Out and Read. 

Reach Out and Read is a non-profit organization specializing in the 

promotion of early literacy and school readiness by giving new books 

to children during wellness visits.  Annually, 3.9 million families benefit 

from the program. 

Over the course of the project the New Member Class held cash/book 

raffles at the November General Assembly Meeting and the Author's 

Luncheon. More than 150 new and used books, and more than $200 

was raised, which will be added to the initial budget of $400, for a total 

of more than $600 to go toward the purchase of additional new books 

to donate to ROR. 

The New Member Class didn't stop at just collecting money and books. 

New Members donated time and vehicles to move books from the 

Reach Out and Read storage facility to the League Rooms where 40 

boxes of books were sorted, stamped, and counted into batches of 50. 

 The 2010 Fall New Member Class would like to thank everyone who 

made a donation to this cause. 
Mary Main 

Membership Development Co-Chair 
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The Junior League of Lancaster has established a new committee that focuses on obtaining grant funding for JLL 
projects.  To date, the Grant Committee has obtained $3,500 from two local foundations for 2010-11 JLL projects. 

 

This yearôs Grant Committee consists of two active members, Wendy Booker and Dawn McCabe, and reports in to 
the Project Development Committee Chair, Heather Wilson, to align grant requests with project resource needs. 

 

Goals of this yearôs Grant Committee include: 

Create best practice guidelines and a centralized database for application documentation 

Submit five grant requests during the 2010-2011 JLL year 

Establish a database of funding opportunities for current and potential JLL projects 

Recruit additional active members for subsequent years 

 

To support these goals, the Grant Committee sent a member to the seminar at the Duke Street Business Center 
at the Lancaster Public Library called ñJust for Nonprofits! ñ   This complimentary workshop provides training on 
the extensive online directory of grant opportunities, which will expand funding request ideas for current and future 
JLL projects.    

 

Each grant request targets a specific project.  Grant awards received this year include $500 from The Baltimore 
Life Companies for the High School Girls Business Plan Competition.  This award was accepted during a Decem-
ber 3 luncheon at The Baltimore Life Companiesô York office, with both Grant Committee members attending as 
well as Lindsy OôConnor, who brought grant opportunity to the Committee.   

 

The second grant awarded was from The Armstrong Foundation in Lancaster, which awarded the JLL $3,000 for 
the Hands Are Not for Hitting project.  This funding will financially support proposed program expansion to addi-
tional schools.   

 

Two additional grant applications are awaiting responses, and the Committee anticipates an additional submission 
and additional awards during the rest of the year.   

 

In addition to providing funding for the JLL, the Grant Committee provides grant request training for its members, 
which may be helpful in future community service endeavors.  Have a grant lead?  Email the Grant Committee at 
grants@jllancaster.org. 

Wendy Booker 

Grant Committee Chair 
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ƍ SUSTAINER NEWS ƍ   

Anne Louise DeBord,  

Sustainer Chair 

T h e  J u n i o r  L e a g u e  o f  L a n c a s t e r 

Dear Members, 

I hope everyone is enjoying the holiday season. It is hard to believe our current Junior 

League year is half over! I would like to extend a warm welcome to Suzanne Ganse for join-

ing our Sustainer Board as the  Kids in the Kitchen Representative! I would also like to thank 

the Sustainers who hosted December Get-Togethers  in their homes: Lois Jordan,     

Barbara Gillis, Heather Spire, and Robin Stauffer. This was a wonderful way for Sustainers 

to hear the current activities of the League. In addition, the Sustainers provided valuable 

background information on the history of the League projects and fundraisers to the Actives. 

Looking forward, Jean Bednarski is working hard on organizing a couple of Spring Socials. 

In March we will be having a cooking demonstration/luncheon so look for the invitation in 

your mailbox this winter. Hopefully, you all received the email from the JLL with a current 

Sustainer membership list attached. This list is only of Sustainers and includes: name,    

address, phone, and e-mail. I would like to give a BIG THANK-YOU to Jean Bednarski for 

pulling all of the information together. Please remember, when our JLL Actives are soliciting  

volunteers . . . Sustainers are more than welcome to offer their services! I would also      

encourage you to take a look at the community opportunities link. This link is located on the 

left hand column and at the bottom of our weekly JLL E-blast.  

Cheers, 

Anne Louise 

What Is A Volunteer 

Doing the good you 

can, 

by all the means 

you can, 

in all the ways you  

can, 

in all the places you 

can, 

at all the times you  

can, 

to all the people you 

can, 

as long as you ever 

can. 

- John Wesley  

Be sure to check out the JLL 
Blog to read about our Sustainer 

Spotlights! 

www.jllancaster.blogspot.com 

Mrs. Fiona Grant Boltz, December Sustainer Spotlight 



SAVE THESE DATES! 

Cooking Demonstration and Luncheon  

with Chef Kevin Anderson 

Thursday, March 3, 2011 

The Hamilton Club 

Open to Actives, Sustainers, and Friends 

  

 

Wine Pairing and Tapas 

Friday , September 30, 2011 
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More details and invitations will be forthcoming  
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Run4Luck Update  

CALLING RUNNERS AND WALKERS OF ALL AGES!  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

MARCH 12, 2011 

 

9:30 AM 

 

F&MôS BAKER FIELD 

 

Celebrate St. Patrickôs Day with a 4-Mile Run / Walk  

through scenic Lancaster County neighborhoods 

 

Post-race refreshments and raffle 

 

Cash Prizes for Overall Winners 

 

Age Group Awards 

 

All pre-registrants receive a long-sleeve T-shirt and entry for special raffle prizes! 

More details at www.run4luck.com  

 

All proceeds benefit the projects & services of the 

Junior League of Lancaster County PA, Inc. 

Hi Everyone! 

Our JLL Run4Luck will be here before you know it! I hope you are gearing 

up to join us in March!! Below is the Run4Luck Save the Date          

information. For other run related questions, please feel welcome to con-

tact me ( Ashli Flury ) : aflury@comcast.net     

       Happy Training!                                                                        

Ashli Flury  

Run4Luck Chair  

Run4Luck Committee: 

Ashli Flury, Chair 

Kate Mullen , Asst. Chair 

Nancy Bradley, Sustainer 

Other Members:  

Jill Corvino, Kiran Musso 

Lindsy O'Connor, Heather Shelton 

Laura Shinn, Melissa Siena 

Mimi Snopek, Kate Wood 
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Renewing Our Partnership with           

New Choices Plus 

Helping Women in Need 

The Junior League of Lancaster (JLL) has renewed 

its partnership with the New Choices Plus Program, 

a life-changing resource center for single mothers 

and women in transition.  Founded in 1985 as a co-

operative venture of the JLL, the Lancaster County 

Career & Technology Center (LCCTC), and the 

Lancaster YWCA, the program provides counseling 

and financial support for women who are earning 

job training skills to achieve economic self-

sufficiency.    

ñI am struck, personally and on behalf of the Junior 

League, by how this project is as viable today as it 

was twenty-five years ago,ò remarked Teddie 

Chairsell, sustainer and JLL President from 1986-

1987.  ñLike many of our projects, there was a need 

and the Junior League was there to meet it.  The need is not gone and the Junior League is here.ò 

The Small Program Making a Big Difference 

Participants of the program are single mothers, single pregnant women, widows, divorcees and women 

who lack employment skills as well as social and economic independence.  By offering women counsel 

and support in choosing and completing an employment training program, New Choices Plus provides 

gap-bridging financial support to participants while they are enrolled in school and as they begin employ-

ment.  This funding assists with life emergencies usually related to childcare, crisis medical care, and 

transportation issuesðunforeseen challenges that if left unmet could send or return participants to a cycle 

of poverty.   

The program also offers critical emotional and life skills support from a dedicated full-time caseworker 

whose guidance knows no limits.  From navigating the complexities of the legal system to helping a wid-

ow find a new home, the caseworker empowers these women to approach their daily lives in healthy and 

productive ways.  Today New Choices Plus has successfully served over 100 Lancaster County women 

in six years, and the lives of their 225 total children have been affected positively in turn.  Many of these 

women have secured jobs in the health care field, where their medical and care giving skills in hospitals 

and nursing homes are making an immeasurable impact on the greater community.  Program graduates 

are obtaining jobs characterized by wages and benefits sufficient to support a family, affording them op-

portunities to no longer rely on government assistance, purchase homes in safe neighborhoods, and spend 

more quality time parenting their children. 

The Exciting Partnership and ñThe Taste of Successò Event 

In fall 2010 the Lancaster County Career & Technology Foundation asked our League to help create last-

ing awareness for the New Choices Plus Program and identify community philanthropic support to en-

sure long-term funding could be met for the programôs $75,000 yearly operating costs.  Backed by the 

JLL membership and a task force, a committee formed in October to partner with the New Choices Plus 

Program, the LCCT Foundation, Franklin & Marshall College, Millersville University, and Lancaster 

General Health to plan and host a fundraising event in support of these goals.   

take place on Friday, March 25, 2011, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at Millersville University-Lancaster, 
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To celebrate the achievements of the programôs graduates, ñThe Taste of Successò dinner reception will 

take place on Friday, March 25, 2011, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at Millersville University-Lancaster, 

42 North Prince Street.  Susan Eckert, sustainer and Director of the United Way, will serve as the eventôs 

honorary chair. 

Event supporters and graduates will enjoy cocktails and hors dôoeuvres followed by a competitive tasting 

event of dishes prepared by LCCTC student chefs.  These culinary creations will be paired with local 

wine and beer, and all guests will serve as judges to determine the eveningôs winning chef and team.  

Winners will be recognized as part of an inspiring and informative program.  Topping off the evening, 

dessert and coffee will be served in the Grande Room with its wall to wall window view of Lancasterôs 

night life.  Individual tickets of $75 per person along with sponsorships and raffles will benefit the New 

Choices Plus Program.   

The JLL Legacy: Paving the Way for Social Service Projects 

Reflecting on the renewed partnership, Jessie Long, sustainer and chair of the founding committee from 

1985 to 1987 recalled, ñIn my view the Junior League has always had a high profile and the women who 

are part of the League are of great conscience.  If they understand the plight of the women in need, that is 

paramount to the community understanding the plight.  What makes the Junior League such a remarkable 

catalyst is the way the women have always used their power and influence to make that bridge.ò    

According to Long, prior to co-founding New Directions (original program name), ñWe had never done 

anything this socially responsible.  It was tough because we were all reaching out of our comfort zone 

and opening a door that changed our consciousness.  The League always had the Thrift Corner and we 

sold clothes to these women but then they left.  We never knew their plight.  Suddenly, we were hearing 

their stories and learning about the challenges in their lives.  I am extremely proud of this project because 

it paved the way for all of the social service projects that have followed such as Aaronôs Acres.ò      

In addition to ñThe Taste of Success,ò the JLL will feature the New Choices Plus Program on Monday, 

February 7th at the Active-Sustainer Social scheduled for 6 p.m. at the Hamilton Club preceding the 7 

p.m. Assembly Meeting.  We invite all actives and sustainers to honor the legacy of this partnership and 

join us to learn more about this important program at this meeting. 

        

*JLL Womenôs Issues Taskforce and New Directions Steering Committee (1985-1987)  

Jessie Long, Chair of the New Directions Steering Committee   

Cris Backenstose           Kathy Borkgren 

Janel Brown, Chair of the Womenôs Issues Taskforce   Susan Doyle 

Susan Eckert         Susan Landin 

Jan Longenecker        Nancy Means 

Connie Minney        Kathy Peck 

Nancy Sidebottom        Molly Solbak 

 

*Original members listed to the best of our ability based on historical records; if there are inaccuracies, 

please accept our apologies and let us know at clkmieczak@comcast.net.  The New Choices Program 

was originally named New Directions. 

mailto:clkmieczak@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** The New Choices Plus Program assists women who have successfully completed requirements for 

the state-assisted New Choices Program.  Additionally, Beth Lokey chaired and Tori Giesler served on 

the taskforce. 

Christine LeFever Kmieczak, Chair Ann Carter, Public Relations Coordinator 

Rebecca Lightman Bartos, Event Coordinator Sandy Lafferty, Sponsorship Coordinator 

Becca Stamp, Public Relations Coordinator 

**JLL New Choices Plus Committee (2010-2011)** 


